
Model cover letter to elected officials, from the National Council of Gray Panther Networks, 
written by Art P and Mike L. 

Dear [elected official___________________]:

We Gray Panthers believe, as the late great Congressman John Lewis said:  "When you see 
something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak up. You have to say something; 
you have to do something”.  We see something "that is not right, not fair, not just” in our nursing 
homes during this coronavirus pandemic.  And we’re sure you see it too.

You are in office at a time when nursing homes all over this [county, parish, region, state or 
country] has a business model that has generated large profits for its owners while it has failed 
to adequately protect and care for its residents with deadly consequences.
 
The staggering dimensions of this crisis in our nursing homes demands your close attention and
your effective and conscientious action, as an elected official.

Nursing home residents are helpless;  they lack control over their own lives and circumstances 
and so are vulnerable to conditions with life and death consequences from:  crowding;  
inadequate PPE;  inadequate testing and inadequate tracing and poorly paid and overworked 
care givers (who often must work in two different nursing homes to make a living, which 
facilitates transmission of COVID-19 between nursing homes). You as an elected official are in 
a position to do something about that and you have an obligation to do so.

"When you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak up. You have to 
say something; you have to do something”.

So please tell me two things:

1) What you have done about the coronavirus pandemic to stop the continued illness and death 
in nursing homes in our  [county, parish, region, state or country];  and

2)  What you will do now and going forward, to prevent this large-scale systematic, deadly 
failure to persist uncorrected while you are in office.

As a potential guide to your actions on nursing homes, please read the “Resolution For Gray 
Panthers Action To Protect Nursing Home Residents, Family Members, Staff, And The General 
Public” below or at this link:  https://sfgraypanthers.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2020-06-09-
national-council-of-gp-networks-resolution-to-protect-nursing-home-residents-family-members-
staff-and-the-public-mod.pdf

I look forward to your response;  and will follow up with a phone call.

Thank you!
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-Repectfully, ______________, Gray Panther (phone number, email address, and postal 
address)


