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Tell Your Senators  
1-202-224-3121 

(Capital Switchboard) 
 

Vote NOW for Essential COVID-19 Relief for American Families  
 
 

TELL YOUR SENATORS: 
1. In May the U.S. House passed the $3 trillion HEROES Act that includes a 

wide range of essential support for state and local governments, health care, 
direct aid to families who need it most, unemployment assistance, food and 
housing support, protections for our post office and the ability to vote by 
mail;  

2. Two months later, the COVID-19 virus is not under control. Millions of 
families face distressing levels of health and economic crisis as 
unemployment benefits end.  

3. Urge your Senators to become champions for a COVID-19 relief package 
that, like the U.S. House's HEROES Act, puts American families first.  

4. Do NOT support a "payroll tax holiday" or give businesses immunity from 
being held accountable. 

 
URGE OUR SENATORS TO FIGHT FOR FAMILIES IN NEED  

 
30 million Americans are collecting unemployment as the economic fallout from the 
COVID-19 crisis has hurt people in every state. As of August 1st, families will lose 
$600/week unemployment benefits unless the U.S. Senate sustains this critical safety net 
program. The loss of jobs is dramatically increasing poverty, leaving families on the 
brink of hunger and homelessness. Many parents will face the traumatic choice of being 
forced to return to work while fearing for the safety of their children returning to school.  
 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell waited two months to introduce on July 27th the 
$1 trillion covid-19 relief bill called the HEALS Act (Health, Economic Assistance, Liability 
Protection and Schools Act) that provides lower benefits for families compared to the $3 
trillion HEROES Act adopted in the House. For more details, click HERE for a comparison 
of these two bills. The HEALS Act includes $30 billion for Pentagon pet projects (not 
related to COVID-19) while nickel and diming families that desperately need food on their 

https://files.constantcontact.com/fe9806e9001/4b0f9eba-7b2e-4846-9fb0-33b0bc0b65c0.pdf


tables and roofs over their heads. The HEROES Act expands workers' ability to use sick 
and family leave, none of which is covered in the HEALS Act. The HEALS Act creates 
financial incentives for schools to require children to return to face to face classes even 
when the science does not support this. The HEALS Act immunizes employers from both 
covid related lawsuits and enforcement of employee protection laws through 2024. # 45 
has been pushing for including a "payroll tax holiday" in the HEALS Act that would 
undermine our Social Security and Medicare trust funds while giving a windfall tax break 
to businesses. Instead of supporting corporate friendly HEALS Act, we must urge our 
Senators to support covid relief that looks more like the HEROES Act that includes the 
following provisions:  
 

● Provide more financial support for schools so they can open based on 
science, not politics, and have resources to make schools more safe for 
students and teachers; 

● Increase SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits;  
● Provide $25 billion in funding to prevent the U.S. Post Office from shutting 

down;  
● Extend payments and other assistance to state and local governments; 
● Provide additional individual direct payments up to $1,200/person;  
● Support expanded COVID-19 testing and tracing and eliminate co-pays for 

treatments;  
● Extend a moratorium on evictions and foreclosures. Extend rent assistance; 

and  
● Establish a moratorium on shutoffs of water, utilities and internet access.  

 
For more information on HEROES Act provisions, click HERE  .  

 
TIME FOR ACTION! 
 
PLEASE CALL your Senators. We must honor the 4.3 million+ people who have 
contracted the COVID-19 disease, the 150,000+ Americans who died from it and the 
millions of Americans who are suffering its economic consequences. See phone number 
& talking points listed at the top of this alert. 
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