
 

Major problems/questions related to implementation of SB 1045 in San 
Francisco 

1)          Voluntary services are more effective and there is still no evidence that they are being 
provided – particularly housing. 

·         To conserve someone, they must have received an offer of permanent housing at the end 
of treatment. The Working Group discussed whether the City & County can provide this and 
have not determined how this could be done. 

·         There has been much discussion about the lack of voluntary services available, long 
waiting lists for housing and services, lack of coordination of treatment and supportive housing, 
etc. Working group members have expressed concern about how housing conservatorship can 
be effectively implemented because of this. 

·         The preliminary data does not show whether people with multiple 5150 holds have been 
offered housing and it is therefore difficult to assess whether they had true choice in not 
engaging with services. 

  

2)          Black people are disproportionately arrested, convicted, and incarcerated. We have 
feared that conservatorships would fit this mold, and data confirms that fear. 

·         The preliminary demographics show that nearly one-third of people with 4 or more 5150 
holds are African-American. It is unclear why this is such a disproportionate number and this 
question must be resolved before this program proceeds. 

  

3)          The city ordinance requires: 

The number of detentions for evaluation and treatment under Section 5150 of the California 
Welfare and Institutions Code that occurred in San Francisco during the evaluation period, 
broken down by the type of authorized person who performed the detention (e.g., peace officer 
or designated member of a mobile crisis team); and 

Where a detention for evaluation and treatment under Section 5150 was performed by a peace 
officer, an explanation as to why the peace officer was the appropriate person to perform the 
detention. 



·         This has been discussed at Working Group meetings but no information has been 
analyzed and shared about this. Why? 

  

4)          How much money has been spent on staffing and the research consultant for 
implementation of SB 1045? How much money is spent on 5150 detentions by police officers, 
rather than social workers? What kind of voluntary housing or mental health services could this 
have funded instead? 

 

 


