
 

Tenant Protection Ordinance  
Taking Eviction Permanently off the Table for COVID Rent Debt 
 

Problem 
Even before COVID-19, San Francisco tenants were 
barely making ends meet, with 2019 estimates 
showing that the average San Franciscan spent 
nearly half their monthly income on rent. The 
tremendous economic fallout of COVID-19--including 
118,000 layoffs and counting in the Bay 
Area--threatens to make a bad housing situation into 
a full-blown displacement disaster. 

The City and County of San Francisco acted swiftly 
to stop evictions during the COVID-19 state of 
emergency. The question remains what will happen 
to tenants, many of whom were already struggling 
before the pandemic, after the emergency is over. 
Tenants know that without legislative action, at 
some point their rent will become due and they will 
face eviction, unless government acts to take 
eviction off the table.  

Proposal 
Supervisor Dean Preston’s eviction protection 
ordinance (File No. 200375) seeks to provide 
permanent eviction protections for tenants unable to 
pay rent during this state of emergency. This is the 
best tool available to stop what would otherwise be 
a post-COVID-19 eviction timebomb. 

In addition, the legislation prohibits late fees, 
penalties, interest, or other charges to tenants 
related to delayed rent, and modifies habitual late 
payment of rent eviction rules to make clear that 
delayed rent cannot be used as a ground for eviction. 

 

How it Works 

The legislation prohibits eviction for nonpayment of 
rent where the rent payments become due during the 
State of Emergency, and nonpayment (i) arose out of 
a substantial decrease in household income or 
substantial out-of-pocket expenses; (ii) that was 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, or by any local, 
state, or federal government response to COVID-19; 
and (iii) is documented. 

The legislation does not cancel the rents that accrue 
during the state of emergency. Instead, the 
obligations would become akin to consumer debt, 
which a landlord could elect to pursue in small 
claims court. But the legislation establishes that the 
rent debt is not grounds for eviction, ever.  

The ordinance is co-sponsored by Supervisors 
Ronen, Haney and Walton, and has been endorsed by 
the San Francisco Tenants Union, the Housing 
Rights Committee, and Chinatown Community 
Development Center.  

The timeline for action at the Board of Supervisors is 
as follows: 
 

● Monday, June 1 - Land Use and 
Transportation Committee 

● Tuesday, June 2 - Full BOS (Committee 
Report) 

If passed, San Francisco would join the City of 
Oakland in permanently prohibiting nonpayment 
evictions for rent that became due during the 
COVID-19 state of emergency, after the Oakland City 
Council passed a similar ordinance in March. 

 

https://sfgov.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4420123&GUID=3C2FF2BD-A2AF-48E6-871A-B1D3F5ACAFE8&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=20037
https://oakland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4406542&GUID=EAF35294-F356-4895-A87A-0C1B9CE4D0C3&Options=&Search=
https://oakland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4406542&GUID=EAF35294-F356-4895-A87A-0C1B9CE4D0C3&Options=&Search=

